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EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR XO 
SUBJECT: DIEGO GARCIA 

REF: STATE 123690 

1. THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC POSITION TAKEN BY GOE ON DIEGO GARCIA. 

THERE HAS BEEN ONLY PASSING MENTION OF COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY IN 
INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES IN THE PRESS OVER PAST YEAR. 

2. PRIVATELY, HOWEVER, ON ONE OCCASION A YEAR OR MORE AGO WHEN 
AMBASSADOR MENTIONED SUBJECT OF DIEGO GARCIA TO FONMIN FAHMY IN 
CONTEXT OF GUIDANCE PROVIDED BY DEPT. ON MATTER, FAHMY RESPONDED 
THAT AS FAR AS HE WAS CONCERNED SUBJECT WAS NEVER RAISED. IMPLICATION 
WAS THAT HE PREFERRED NOT TO HAVE TO REACT TO THE MATTER. IF PUBLIC 
STATEMENT HAD TO BE MADE, GOE WOULD LIKELY NOT FAVOR CONSTRUCTION AT 
DIEGO GARCIA AND WOULD TAKE POSITION IN LINE WITH THEIR SUPPORT 

OF UNGA RES 2832 OF DECEMBER 16, 1971 ON PRESERVING INDIAN OCEAN 
AS ZONE OF PEACE. 
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